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The Baptism of Our Lord – Sunday, January 10th, 2020 – 9:00 am 

Music Today                     Terrie Sanchez 

Gathering Songs  Let The River Flow (Darrel Evans) Choir 

AS WE GATHER 

Today we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus. At Jesus’ Baptism, God the Father speaks from heaven, revealing 

Jesus to be His beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit descends in the form of a dove. All three persons of the Trinity 

make their presence known at Jesus’ Baptism. All three persons of the Trinity made their presence known at our 

Baptism as well as we are revealed to be God’s beloved children. 

Welcome & Invocation              Pastor Aaron Boerst 

Opening Song                   As With Gladness, Men of Old LSB 397 (vv1,4,5) 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

Call to Worship Genesis 1:1–2; Psalm 29:3–4 

Pastor:  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

People: And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

Pastor:  And God said, “Let there be light.” 

People: The voice of the Lord is over the waters. 

Pastor:  The voice of the Lord is powerful. 

People: The voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 

Pastor:  The voice of the Lord reveals Jesus as His Son. 

People: The voice of the Lord reveals we are His children too. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness    

Pastor: In Holy Baptism, each of us was baptized into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. In Baptism, we were united with Christ. Yet, we have often lived as if we were entirely 

independent and autonomous. We have lived as if our identity were not in Jesus, but in our own 

selfish desires. Yet, our heavenly Father invites us to turn back to Him and ask for His 

forgiveness. 

Silence for reflection. 

Pastor:  Heavenly Father, 

People: we confess that we are by nature sinful and have sinned against you in thought, word, and  
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deed. On account of Jesus, forgive us, renew us, and unite us to Your name. 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise for you. In Baptism, you were 

united to Christ in both His death and resurrection. You were buried with Him, but also raised to 

walk in newness of life. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People: Amen. We are dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Prayer of the Day 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, at the Baptism of Jesus, You revealed Him as Your beloved Son. Unite us to 

Christ, that we may daily die to sin and arise to newness of life, so that we might share the truth 

of Your Gospel; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

Reader                                                     Tom Gitlzaff 

Old Testament Reading                                                                                                                    Genesis 1:1–5 

(God creates the heavens and the earth.) 

 1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was without form and void, and 

darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

 3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good. And God 

separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

Reader:    This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading                                                                                                             Romans 6:1–11 

(We are baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection.) 

 1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we 

who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 

resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be 

brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free 

from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ 

being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he 

died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves 

dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Reader:    This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                                                   Mark 1:4–11 

(Jesus is baptized by John.) 

4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in 

the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around 
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his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, 

the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized you with water, but he 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And when 

he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a 

dove. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

Children’s Message               

Song of the Day        To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord LSB 405 (vv1,4,5) 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain  Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 

Sermon                                            “The Lifeline”                                                                Pastor Aaron Boerst 

Creed – APOSTLE’S CREED 

   I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the Church    

Pastor: Dear heavenly Father, in the Jordan River, You revealed Jesus to be Your beloved Son. Lord, by 

mighty work and wonder, 

People: reveal Your grace to us. 

Pastor: Lord, strengthen all those who have been baptized with Your heavenly protection. Lead them to 

find their true identity in You as Your beloved sons and daughters. Lord, by mighty work and 

wonder, 

People: reveal Your grace to us. 

Pastor: Lord, comfort all those who are suffering in grief. Console them with the sure and certain hope 

that just as we have been united with Christ in a death like His, we shall certainly be united with 

Him in a resurrection like His. Lord, by mighty work and wonder, 
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People: reveal Your grace to us. 

Pastor: Lord, give courage to all those who live in conflict with their family members, especially 

regarding differences of faith. Lord, by mighty work and wonder, 

People: reveal Your grace to us. 

Pastor: Lord, bless all pastors, church planters, missionaries, and servants in Your Church who proclaim 

Your Word and administer Your Sacraments. Embolden them to seek and to save the lost and 

bring those who have strayed back into Your family. Lord, by mighty work and wonder, 

People: reveal Your grace to us. 

Pastor: Lord, place Your healing hand upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering. Have mercy upon 

them, and lead them on the path to health according to Your will. Lord, by mighty work and 

wonder, 

People: reveal Your grace to us. 

Pastor: Lord, we commend all these things to You in the name of Your beloved Son, Jesus. Lord, by 

mighty work and wonder, 

People: reveal Your grace to us. 

Pastor: O Lord, Hear us now on behalf of those in our congregation and all who stand in need: 

Local concerns may be added by congregational elder here. 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

Sharing the Peace – Give Thanks LSB 806 

 Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given 

Jesus Christ His Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given 

Jesus Christ His Son. 

And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 

Let the poor say “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 

Let the poor say “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Give thanks, give thanks. 

Text: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 

Presentation of Gifts     

Pastor:  Heavenly Father, You are the giver of all good things, and Your Word makes clear that every good 

and perfect gift comes from You. We ask that You accept these gifts back unto Yourself and use 

them to Your glory. [Psalm 145:15, James 1:17] 

People:        Amen. 

Holy Communion 

Preface  

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 
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People:  And also with you.  

Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]  

People:  We lift them to the Lord.  

Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Pastor:            We pray: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not   

                       away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirt from me. Restore unto me the joy   

                       of Your salvation, and uphold me with Your free Spirit. [Psalm 51: 10-12]  

People:          Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord  [Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25] 

Proclamation of Christ 

Pastor:   As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  

[1 Cor.11:26] 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. [Revelation 22:20] 

Lord’s Prayer [Matthew 6:9–13] 

Pastor:    Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Distribution  

Benediction  [Numbers 6:24-26] 

Pastor:  The LORD bless you and keep you. 

             The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

Sending Song                 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly LSB 393 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Announcements 

*** TODAY*** 

Offerings: For 2021, we would like to highlight the reverence of your offerings being returned to the Lord by praying 

over them at the altar during worship.  To do this, we ask for you to place your offerings in the collection plates on entry, 

so our ushers can present them in today’s worship.  In addition, you may continue to place your offerings at each exit at 

the close of worship as well. 

Sunday Morning Bible Studies:  A video adult Bible study will take place in the worship space following Sunday’s 

service titled “Joseph Carpenter of Steel”.  Jim Harrison is also leading a Bible class titled: “Tackling Today’s Topics”. 

Come and join during Education Hour in the chapel. 

Education Hour: Sunday School, Jr High Confirmation Class, and High School Youth education runs from 10:15-11:15 

am downstairs. 

*** OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS *** 

Bible Studies: The Men’s bible study has resumed on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 9:00 am.  The Men’s 

breakfast bible study has resumed and studying Ephesians on the 2nd and 4th Saturday at 7 am. 

Facilities and Property:  We are currently seeking volunteers for the facilities and property maintenance.  Duties include 

conducting repairs (within skill level), assisting needed repairs, and contacting contractors for repair 

estimates/completion.  If you’d like to know more about this committee, please see John Belsha. 

Office Needs: If you have any needs or concerns regarding today’s service or if you need to contact our office 

administrator or Pastor, please arrange an appointment during regular office hours.  Please respect our Bethlehem staff in 

worship today.   

Annual Congregational Meeting: The Congregation Annual Voters Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 24th.  The 

meeting will be called to order soon after the Sunday worship service.  The agenda will include  a) approval for the 2021 

budget, b) election of the Board of Directors, and c) election of the Board of Elders.  Materials will be made available to 

all members prior to the meeting.  The Board has hopeful expectations that 2021 will be a wonderful year for our church 

as we seek to share the love of Christ with each other and with the community in which we live. 

Nominees for Board of Directors: Chris Fecke, Justin Stein, and Dominic Wondolkowski. Treasurer: Cheryl Awe. 

Financial Secretary: Kirstin Lietzau. Board of Elders: Scott Allen, Dave Engen, Tom Gitzlaff, Bob Hogeland, Ross 

Johnson, David Sarandos and Jeff Schwab.   

Giving: Please know that Bethlehem’s operating budget is 100% reliant on your faithful giving. We have online and 

mobile giving available for your convenience.  Simply download the GivePlus app on your phone or find the link on our 

website to get started.   

LWML Winter Getaway: The Christ-centered winter getaway is taking place January 29th & 30th at the Clarion Hotel 

and Conference center in Wisconsin Dells.  There are great hands-on events planned!  For more information, please 

contact Judy Gitzlaff.   

*** MISSION AND OUTREACH*** 

Yellow Envelopes: Bethlehem supports many missions.  Please use the large gold mission envelopes located on the 

welcome desk to give to the mission of your choice. 

This Week at Bethlehem 

Sun 9:00 am Worship 

10:20 am Youth Education Classes 

10:30 am Adult Education Classes 

Mon  5:30 pm Music Meeting 

6:30 pm Elders Meeting 

Tues  9:00 am Men’s Bible Study 

Wed 7:00 pm Worship 

Sun 9:00 am Worship 

10:20 am Youth Education Classes 

10:30 am Adult Education Classes 

 


